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The Mediterranean Conference on Information Systems (MCIS-2007) focuses on the distinctive characteristics and goals of 
Mediterranean countries concerning the applications of information technologies and information systems. A key objective of this 
conference is to develop a network of IS researchers interested in topics associated with the Mediterranean region- The 2007 
Mediterranean Conference on Information Systems will take place from October 4 to 7 in the beautiful and unique setting of Venice, 
Italy.The program chairs, Izak Benbasat, Moez Limayem and Dov Te'eni invite you to join us and contribute to this special 
conference via five different avenues: 

• Tourism, Cultural Heritage and Diversity; 
• Networks of SMEs; 
• Novel IS Design; 
• Public Sector: e-Government, e-Health and Welfare, and e-Learning; 
• Global Software Development and National Differences. 

We invite you to submit completed research papers, exploratory research papers, panel proposals, and workshops, about IS, 
especially Mediterranean IS, and about philosophy and epistemology in IS. Although you are welcome on relying on the distinctions 
noted above, we also encourage you to challenge them. Papers or panels allowing comparative points of view about IS research or 
with other social and design sciences will be especially welcome, particularly if they allow us to make progress in the quest for a 
European – possibly Mediterranean - identity in IS research.  

• Research Papers (extended abstracts maximum 1000 words; research papers maximum 10 pages). Research papers 
should report on completed research. Research papers will be published in the official research series of AIS (e-Library). 

• Exploratory papers (extended abstracts maximum 1000 words; exploratory papers maximum 6 pages). Exploratory 
papers should present ideas that could benefit from discussion with members of the MCIS community. These papers may 
include work-in-progress, experiences of reflective practitioners, and first drafts of novel concepts and approaches. 

• Panels (2 page proposal): Panel proposals on topics that include methods, practices, and other areas of interest is 
solicited. Panels will take place at the end of the paper sessions. 

• Workshops (2 pages proposal): Workshop proposals should contain a title, goals, techniques that will be used to make 
the workshop interactive, relevance to IS and a schedule. 

• Doctoral consortium (10 page proposal): Full day session taking place on October 4, before the start of the paper 
sessions. 

Venue 
The conference will be held on the island of San Servolo, Venice - www.sanservolo.provincia.venezia.it 

 

Contacts and links 
 
General information: info@mcis2007.org 
Conference chairs: chairs@mcis2007.org 
Program chairs: pc@mcis2007.org 
For additional information you may use the following email addresses: 
Workshops: workshops@mcis2007.org 
Doctorial consortium: phd@mcis2007.org 
Panels: panels@mcis2007.org 
Exploratory work: exploratory@mcis2007.org 
 
Organizing Secretariat 
Events and Meetings Office – University of Trento, Italy 
e-mail: convegni@unitn.it 



 
 
Track Themes 
 
Tourism and Cultural Heritage. (Track chairs: Mariana Sigala and Redouane El Amrani) 
Mediterranean countries rely on tourism and travel which represents the 3rd largest worldwide export of goods and services in 
2002 (7.3%). The distinction is the willingness of governments is to base this tourism on cultural heritage, especially in cities. 
According to the European Commission (2001), Europe's cultural heritage is a "unique public asset" that provides a good basis for 
"the development of our content industry in a sustainable knowledge society". Indeed in Europe, cultural tourism is an economically 
important industry commanding a larger market share of international tourism arrivals than North America. However, Europe's 
revenue receipts per arrival are behind North America's. In fact, even though France, Spain and Italy were the worlds 1st, 2d and 
4th cultural tourism destinations in 2003, their tourism receipts lag even further behind the USA (World Tourism Organization, 
2004). Is this because Americans from the very start have put much more emphasis on good interpretive services than the 
Europeans who emphasized more the academic research functions of museums and other cultural assets? Will new information 
technologies be an enabler for reaping the benefits of Europe's cultural heritage as a tourism and historical-socio-political asset? 
 
Networks of SMEs. (Track chairs: Mikael Lind and Jonas Hedman) 
Compared to the USA, European and Mediterranean countries rely extensively on networks of SMEs. This is the basis of the 
theory of "industrial district" especially developed in the UK and in Italy. SMEs management implies inter-organizational information 
systems, for instance, EDI and web-EDI with their B2B customers, electronic marketplaces, and any other IS involved in supply 
chain management. 
 
Novel IS Design. (Track chairs: David Schwartz and João Carvalho) 
European ISD methods are usually more participative, or at least more socio-technical, in nature compared to the American 
structured methodologies. But beyond that, is there, and is it important to have, more research relying on, for example, on 
sociology, psychology or history? What is the consequence of such theories for research approaches? Are they more interpretive; 
more qualitative; more longitudinal? What is the link with new approaches in Materials Semiotics, IS Actability Theory, or the 
Pragmatic Web to the fields of organisational/business communication? 
 
Public Sector. (Track chairs: Phillip Ein-Dor and Carla Simone) 
What are the consequences of the fact that European and Mediterranean countries have active public sectors for e-Government, e-
Health Care, and e-Learning? and are developing one for e-Justice? Are these kinds of IS more developed and important in these 
countries? Do we have to concentrate on e-administration or e-democracy? What are the consequences of the European policies 
on IS management in our countries, especially the European requests for proposals, like the Information Society technologies? 
Furthermore, what is the impact on IS development in our countries of the Scandinavian approach of Participatory Design? 
 
Global Software Development and National Differences. (Track chairs: Antonis Stylianou and Imed Boughzala) 
As Mediterranean countries include Developing Countries, what are the consequences for IS management? Can we use the 
classical theory of national culture (Hofstede) or do we have to include larger societal issues like in the evolution theory (Sakano 
and Lewin, 2001). What are the consequences of Globalization on these countries, especially for Global Software Development, IS 
Risk Management and Cross-National IS Project Management? What the role of Free and Open Software? 
 

Invited keynotes speakers 
Below is the list of the invited speakers of the Mediterranenan Conference of Information Systems 2007 
 
Dick Boland, 
Case Western 
Reserve University  

 

He has been Professor of Information Systems and Professor of Accountancy at Case since 1989. He was a 
Professor of Accountancy at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and visiting Professor at UCLA 
and at the Gothenburg School of Economics. He is a Senior Research Associate at the Judge Business 
School at the University of Cambridge. His research emphasizes interpretive studies of how individuals 
experience the design and use of information systems in organizations. 

Barbara 
Czarniawska, 
Göteborg University 

 

Barbara Czarniawska is at present Chair of Management Studies at Gothenburg Research Institute, School 
of Business, Economics and Law, Göteborg University; a Titular Professor at the European Institute for 
Advanced Studies in Management, Brussels; Visiting Professor at the Management Centre, University of 
Leicester, UK, and University of Rome I "La Sapienza", Italy. Her research applies a constructivist 
perspective on organizing, with the focus on action nets. Her methodological interests concern fieldwork 
techniques and the narrative approach in social science studies. 

Giovan Francesco 
Lanzara, 
Bologna University 

 

Giovan Francesco Lanzara is Professor of Organization Theory and Political Science at the University of 
Bologna, Italy, and currently Visiting Professor at LSE. He was educated at the Universities of Pisa, Harvard 
and MIT. He taught at the Universities of Bari (It), Aarhus, (Dk), LSE, (UK), and at the Graduate School of 
Business Leadership, Monterrey, (Me). He has been a visiting scholar at MIT, Stanford University, and at the 
European University Institute in Florence. His research gives contributions at the intersection of three fields: 
IT, organization studies, and political science, with a specific focus on ICT-based innovation and learning 
processes in organizations. 

Geoff Walsham, 
Cambridge 
University 

 

Geoff Walsham is a professor of management studies at the Judge Institute of Management, Cambridge 
University, UK. His teaching and research is centered on the social and management aspects of the design 
and use of information and communication technologies, in the context of both industrialized and developing 
countries. His publications include Interpreting Information Systems in Organizations (Wiley, 1993) and 
Making a World of Difference: IT in a Global Context (Wiley, 2001). 

Sirkka L. 
Jarvenpaa,  
University of Texas 

 

Sirkka L. Jarvenpaa is Professor and the James Bayless/Rauscher Pierce Refsnes Chair in Business 
Administration at McCombs School of Business at  the University of Texas at Austin. She is the Director of 
the Center for Business, Technology and Law at McCombs School. Dr. Jarvenpaa has served as the Editor in 
Chief of the Journal of Association for Information Systems, co-editor in chief of the Journal of Strategic 
Information Systems, the senior editor for MISQ and Information Systems Research.  


